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Instrumentation

Transposed score !

Flute (doubling piccol
Bb Clarinet
Bassoon (doubli n)

French hom
Tenor trom

R

temple blocks,bass drum,

cymbal, ln-hat cymbal, glockenspiel,
es.nndpaper blocksvibraphone,

/06\,9

motor homn, chimes, metal wind chimes,

dlavesfound percussion (box of spoons,
pots,pans.etc) hubcaps, sticks and stones.

Violin
Cello*
Bass®

*instruments double on found percussion



Introduction

Based on the famous Brothers Grimm tale, “The Bremen Town Musicians,” I've
adapted the story with the help of translations from the original German.by.
Andrea Leap. | was inspired by this wonderful tale and infused it with my own
love of American music and a special place in my heart for old animals.

Many special thanks to friends and family for their ears, critiques, ideas, patience
and inspiration:

Alice, J. Donald and Don Jr. Hill
Andrea Leap

David Mueller

Elizabeth Alexander
Elizabeth Seewald Hill

J. David Moore

Jack and Linda Hoeschler
Joanna Cortright

Jon Wolf

Little Hunter

Louie and Gobi

Paul Gerike

Noah Keesecker

Zachary Crockett



Cast of Characters

Donkey: French Horn

Old Donkey is a feisty fellow with a mind of his own. He knows he is musically
inclined and proud of his voice. He is, in effect, the leader and mastermind
behind this whole pilgrimage to Jammin’ Town.

Dog: Tenor Trombone

Old Dog is a snuffly big dog with a one track mind — he is mesmerized by the
thought of “bones and meat.” Much like my old dog, Louie, he barks persistently,
is quite vocal and loves music.

Cat: Violin
Old Cat is a lovely, sweet character with a voice like an angel. She adds a
sublime quality to the band and has a lovely way with words.

Rooster: Clarinet

Old Rooster, also with a mind of his ownytook to the road after learning he would
soon be cooked up in the soup pot. He sings with passion, sometimes very, very
loudly!

Jammin’ Town

A city with sparkly lights where music is happening all of the time. Everyone in
Jammin’ Town plays music for the love of playing music! Jam Sessions happen
night and day. Our fourfriends realize is that Jammin’ Town is a state of mind —
anyone can make music anywhere... using their voices, hands, feet — they can
make an instrument out.of a spoon and a pan or play a cello.



Commissioned by Jack and Linda Hoeschler
in honor of Barbara Winthrop and in memory of her husband, Sherman,
to celebrate their exemplary love for and support of the next generation.
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I scheming and grumbling . . . ... and clanking their forks (slight pause) Little did Donkey know
and knives!” that he was peering in on a band of
robbers who had taken over the cozy
cabin in the peaceful green forest.
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Stop all Robber sounds
1’: 7 at narrator’s “ . .invite us inside”
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Stop all Robber sounds
at narrator’s “. . .invite us inside”
177 . ! ,
L (Impatiently) Cat has a Eureka moment!
T T

“I’m hungry,” said Rooster. “I wish WE
had food.”

“Let’s make music for them,” said Cat,
“maybe they’ll invite us inside.”
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0] 152 Swing and Sing Out
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Narr. Z
h They performed their music:
Donkey brayed, Dog barked
and howled, Cat meowed and
yowled, Rooster crowed...
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_ 2 Relax tempo just a bit
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0-c.120

% There is an opportunity for audience participation at letter P -- audience may join narrator with words, clapping,

or join any instrument with voice or percussion.

P or as fast as can be managed with audience participation
“Found” percussion
_ 208 Sticks and/or Stones
i ) (Y] ) (7] ) (7] y 2 (Y]
5 P {\E i P {\E i P AN A— S ra— i
pp
[a)
)
y 4
[ [anY
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pp mp prp
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* (Audience chants and claps along with narrator)
7 e=c.120
or as fast as can be managed with audience participation
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Clap
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R| o-c72 Happily, contented
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R -c72 Happily, contented
224 }
L Loosely observe bar lines
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“Wait!” cried Donkey, puzzled, Alone in the cabin, the four friends
“I haven’t even performed my solo!”
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discovered scraps and treats all overthe floor,

which they ate to their heart’s content.

And when they were
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Almost a whisper
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full, they put out the light.

(brief Donkey lay down in the hay near the barn,

pause)
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Dog flopped at the front door,
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(to Contra)
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234

niente

Cat stretched out on the hearth by the fire

and Rooster flew to the rooftop.

Cat sang them all to sleep with a
beautiful night serenade . . .
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Cat’s Serenade

for sweet Little Hunter

Dolcissimo, cantabile J:c.63-66
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252

(pause) When the clock struck midnight, the robbers saw that the cabin was quiet and dark.

All was silent.

N

The leader said,

12 regular pulses, not too fast, like a grandfather clock

Chimes
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Brouhaha

Playing off of one another ina very fast-paced exhange -

as fast as possible
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L (animated and breathless)

[ '

“There’s a terrible witch in that cabin! She.spat onme
and scratched my face with her long fingers. There’s a

in the yard who hit me with a wooden club.<Up on the
roof, an awful creature was screeching at theitop of his
lungs. Iran away as fast as [ could!”

monster by the door that bit me in thedeg; and‘a big,brute

Well, the robbers never, ever returned to the cozy

cabin in the peaceful green forest and the four musicians
loved their new home so much that they stayed on

forever. Oh, they make the occasional trip into Jammin’
Town, but what they love the most is to be at home making
music together - music quite fine, music sublime, music
bright as sunshine!
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J:c.108 Playing and Singing out Joyfully
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From solo to orchestra, epigram to epic, Edie Hill’s
music unfolds seamlessly in all spaces and idioms.
Her music has been performed in such distinguished
venues as Lincoln Center, LA County Museum of Art,
the Library of Congress, The Schubert Club, Walker
Art Center, Liviu Cultural Center (Romania) and
Feszek Miivészklub (Budapest). Her choral music is
widely performed by renowned ensembles such as
Cantus, the Rose Ensemble, VocalEssence, Dare to
Breathe, The Dale Warland Singers, The Singers:
Minnesota Choral Artists, Valborg Ensemble (The
Netherlands), and Harmonium Choral Society, as
well as by many collegiate and liturgical choirs
throughout North ‘America, Eastern and Western
Europe. A three-time McKnight Artist Fellow and a
two-time Bush Artist Fellow, Hill has been awarded
grants from the"Jerome Foundation, ASCAP and
Chamber Music America, to name a few. She actively
cultivates thes talents of young composers and
musiciansyas well as educating and engaging the
public in,the music of today. She has been a guest
lecturer at such institutions as Syracuse University,
the " \American Composers Forum, the Iowa
Composers Forum Nuts N’ Bolts Festival, Tufts
University, the University of Michigan and Delft
University (Netherlands). She earned a B.A. in music composition and piano performance at Bennington
College where she studied with Vivian Fine, then earned her M.A. and Ph.D. degrees from the University of
Minnesota with principle composition teacher LloydUltan. She has also studied extensively with Libby Larsen.
Hill is Currently Composer-in-Residence at St. Paul’s Schubert Club where she runs the Composer Mentorship

Program. She resides in Minneapolis'where she works as a freelance composer.

=5 X UMMINGBIRD
PRE SS THE MUSIC of EDIE HILL

www.ediehill.com - COMPLETE CATALOG ONLINE
email:[edie@ediehill.com|
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